MY FATHER 


JOHN FLACK 
bern 
Apr 20 1803 
died 
Oct 26 1842 


Gravestene near Galena,Ill. 


First white child bern in 


Perry County, Ill. Flacks 
first permanent settlers here. 


Property of M.E. & E.E.Spurgeon 
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i three years agoyes- 
sy 23, 183) morning, Dec- 
23, 1827, the first white 


oulnty 
tion 1 of several years spent 
her husband, who was one 
best-known and beloved 
mbers of the southern Illi- 


appointments, and a 
sidence in St. Louis 
er son, Mr. John J. 
she has resided 
borders of the coun- 


ty, princip: 
fe Surro ded oe her two only 


gathered around her 
Many beautiful 
ents were given, inmem- 
of the notable event. 

he day of 1826 Dr. Hum- 


ieee Union county, 
d to what was called 


ving a better field was 
d farther north, Dr. 
moved to Perry county, 
si tling down at what was call- 
he Old Springs’’, where 
st child, Lucy, was born 
e chil 23, (1827, the first 


‘to ‘‘see the kears.’’ 


yu 

“gprings’’, entered a large 
town, calling it ‘‘Pinckney- 
ville,’ in honor of General 
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, 
a statesman and general of 
the Revolution, and the man 
who said ‘‘Millions for de- 
fense, but not one cent for 


tribute.” 


A log-hut house was built, 
a nice yard laid out, and soon 


flowers, shrubs and foliage 
changed the roughness of the 
infant town to a scene of life, 
cheer and habitation. Soon a 
blacksmith shop was-erected| 
--built, owned and conducted 
by Joseph Wells. Other huts 
‘soon followed, and it was not 


thereafter. until Pinck- 


1 ville was entitled toa place 


map. No. other town or 
was within the county, 


a s importance soon be- 
“a i Za to all settlers! 


n es 
and nore ee one: 


cers, and Dr. Jones was sel- 
ected as postmaster. A pro- 
bate judge was needed, and 
Dr.- Jones was the only one 
desired by the settlers. He 
was then elected county and 
circuit clerks, county recor- 
der, justice of the peace and 
county commissioner. He held 
and exercised all these offi- 
ces as an “fold line whig’’ 
for sixteen years, 
which time the county thriv- 
ed and grew. A large tract 
of land was given to what is 
now known as the Illinois Cen- 
tral railroad, for purposes of 
a right-of-way. The building 
of this ‘‘new-fangled con- 
cern’’ as the settlers termed 
it, was fought by many, but, 
led by Dr. Jones and the more 
spirited of the settlers, the 
road was built. When the first 


train came down from the 


north, journeys were made by 
the settlers for miles around 
Dr. Jones 
brought his wife and daughter | * 
Lucy over from Pinckneyville, 

and the event was looked upon 
for years afterward as some- 
thing ‘‘awfully grand.’’ é 


tract of land and laid out aj; 


during | 


bed. and other ilereings upon 
horseback for many miles. 
Overland trips were made to 
‘St. Louis, a hustling little riv- 
er town, for household neces- 
sities, the round trip by wagon 
occupying over a week. The 
entire prairies were covered 
with the long prairie grass. 
Indians scouted through brush 
‘and forest in quest of game, 
while the pioneers put incrops 
and lived a happy, healthy life. 

The first buttons Dr. Jones 
ever had on the coat that had 
‘been woven and spun at home, 
were made from a gourd, the 
shape and size being cut out 
with a barlow knife. The sub- 
sequent events that followed 
are well known to history, 
but were related with those 
the historians have overlook- 
ed. 

Mrs. Hamilton has been in 
quite feeble health for the past 
|several years, and for the last 
ten years has been biind-- 
almost totally blind. She is a 
life-long member of the Meth- 
odist church, and happy inher 
knowledge of the Savior. 

Her many friends throughout 
the country were fondly talked 
of during the day, and the fact 
mentioned that of this large 
family but three members are 
now living, Dr. John R. Jones 
of Chanute, Kan., Mr. DeWitt 
C. Jones, a lawyer of Chicago 
and herself. The ones that have 
passed beyond the great divide 
with the parents are; Richard 
Jones, Benj. W. Jones, Ann 
Walker Jones (who never mar- 
ried), Mary Word (single), 
Frederick William (child), 
Harriet Vashti Jones, the wife 
of Mr. Charles H, Roe, one 
of Perry county’s best known. 
citizens. ; 

Mrs. Hamilton hopes to rest 
here when called home by the 
Great ‘Master, along with her 
beloved husband, who has slept 
for thirty years out in the 
beautiful | Odd Fellows’ f 
Renae -- 
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GIT ES oo IR Pe, AA BE aT 
he following story was 
printed in the Du Quoin Call 
ben December 24, 1900. it is the 
Btory of the first child bornin 
‘Perry County. The child was 
-Lucy M. Jones, daughter of Dr. 
}and Mrs. Humphrey B, Jones. 
Fhe story was loaned to The 
sDemocrat by Mr. John D. Roe 
rof Pinckneyville. The clipping 
‘reads as follows; 


Seventy-three years ago yes- 
erday (Sunday) morning, Dec- 
pember 23, 1827, the first white 
hild was born in Perry coun- 
ty. This person was Mrs. Lucy 
PM. Hamilton, widow of the 
KReverend .P. P, Hamilton. 

f ‘She is, therefore, the oldest 
living native-born resident of 
the county, and, with the ex- 
ception of several years spent 
Pwith her husband, who was one 
‘Of the best-known and beloved 
amembers of the southern Mli- 


awith -her son, ‘Mr. John J, 
Hamilton, “she thas resided 
twithin the borders of the coun- 
ty, ‘principally in Du Quoin. 
f} Surrounded by her two only 

‘children,. Mr. Edward J, Ham- 
ilton of Chicago and John J, 
‘Hamilton of St. Louis, his 
wife and the family of Edward, 
‘who reside with her, Mrs. 
Hamilton yesterday most hap- 
pily celebrated her birthday, 
and recounted very interesting 
reminiscences ‘to her loved 
ones gathered around her 
arm-chair. Many _ beautiful 
presents were ‘given, inmem- 
ory of the notable event. 

In the fall of 1826 Dr. Hum- 
phrey B. Jones, arising young 
physician who had byt recently 
moved from Kentucky to Dli- 
nois, and settled near what is 
now Jonesboro, Union county, 
to what was called 
Brownsville, now known as 
Murphysboro, Jackson county. 

Believing a better field was 
offered farther north, Dr. 
Jones moved to Perry county, 
settling down at what wascall- 
ed *'The Old Springs’’, where 
his first child, Lucy, was born 
December 23, 1827, the first 
white child in the rugged, fron- 
tier settlement of.a few white 
souls and numbers of Indian 
tribes... 
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“But one log-hut house exist- 
ed then, which was called 
‘Wells’ Tavern.”’ The next 
spring the good doctor moved 

a e southwest of ‘the 
“‘Springs’’, entered a large 
tract of land and laid out a’ 
town, calling it ‘‘Pinckney- 
ville,’ in honor of General 
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, 
a statesman and general of 
the Revolution, and the man 
who said ‘‘Millions for de- 
fense, but not one cent for 
tribute.” 
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oon followed, and it was not 
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neyville was entitled toa place 
fon the map. No other town or 
‘village was within the county, 
land dts importance soon be- 
feame manifest to all settlers! 
2 ‘a radius of twenty milés 
pnd more, . _ : 
‘The young town needed offi- 
ers, and Dr. Jones was sel- 
cted as postmaster. A pro- 
bate judge was needed, and 
r.-Jones was the only one 
esired by the settlers. He 


ounty commissioner. He held 
and exercised all these offi- 
ces as an “‘old line whig’’ 
for sixteen years, 


now known as the Illinois Cen- 
tral railroad, for purposes of 
a right-of-way. The building 
of this ‘‘new-fangled con- 
cern’’ as the settlers termed 
it, was fought by many, but, 
led by Dr. Jones and the more 
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for years afterward as some- 
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wher father-had “‘moved’’ 
one time, carrying a feather 
bed and other belongings upon 
horseback for many miles. 
Overland trips were made to 
St. Louis, a hustling little riv- 
er town, for household neces- 
sities, the round trip by wagon 
occupying over a week. The 
entire prairies were covered 
with the long prairie grass. 
Indians scouted through brush 
‘and forest in quest of game, 
while the pioneers put in crops 
‘and lived a happy, healthy life. 
‘The first buttons Dr. Jones 
lever had on the coat that had 
jbeen woven and spun at home, 
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wshape and size being cut out 
with a barlow knife. The sub- 
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are well known to history, 
but were related with those 
the historians have overlook- 
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ife-long member of the Meth- 
dist church, and happy inher 
knowledge of the Savior. 
Her many friends throughout 
the country were fondly talked 
of during the day, and the fact 
mentioned that of this large 
family but three members are 
ow living, Dr. John R. Jones 
of Chanute, Kan., Mr. DeWitt 
C. Jones, a lawyer of Chicago 
and herself. The ones that have 
passed beyond the great divide 
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Walker Jones (who never mar- 
ried), Mary Word (single), 
Frederick William (child), 
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PERRY COUNTY HISTORY QUIZ 


Twenty questions presented to a group of Methodist ladies in 


Pinckneyville at one of their meetings. I will include here the 


answers which were given by the questioner...some of which I dis- 


agree with and others just enlarging upon. 


l. 


WHO WAS THE FIRST KNOWN WHITE SETTLER IN THE PERRY CO. AREA? 


Ans...Flack in 1799. Some land also recorded to Cox...in the 


Pyatt area. 


My comment...John Flack settled in the southwest quarter of 
section 11, T6S, R3W which is west of the Pyatt "Y" about two 
miles...now part of Pyramid State Park. Samuel Dill Rule © 
lived here in 1902. 


_Joseph Cox was already here and lived on the only claim and 


survey in this county (#1410). This place is presently owned 
by Michael Epplin. 


Following is an excerpt taken from the DuQuoin Evening Call 
printed 4 Oct 1955 reporting business, etc. before the Perry 
County Historical Society..... 


"Tradition has it that the Joseph Cox family was already 
living in Perry County when John Flack and his family, 
generally regarded as the first settlers to locate here 


permanently, arrived in 1799, the amateur historians were 
told. 


One hundred acres of land (claim 1410) were deeded to Cox 
before the year 1820 in payment for building a bridge 
across Beaucoup Creek on what was then known as Lusk's 
Ferry to Kaskaskia, according to records of Roe Abstract 
Company, Pinckneyville. 


Today's travelers may locate the site of the Cox cabin 

after crossing Beaucoup bridge on route 152 by looking to 
the left as they approach the Dennis Byerly home. Ina 
field southeast of the Byerly barn stand two persimmon trees. 
It was there, according to Byerly, that the cabin stood. 

A short distance west, is what is known as “House Cemetery", 
also in plain view from route 152, are the graves of the 

two small Cox children. 


Legend has it that Cox may have buried some sort of treasure 
in or near the graves. About the time of WWI would-be 
robbers broke into the graves one cold, moonlight, night. 


Cox was believe to have drowned in Galum Creek while 
making a journey home from Kaskaskia." 


WHO WAS THE FIRST WHITE CHILD BORN IN PERRY COUNTY? 


Ans...John Flack Jr. 1803. 


My comment...John Flack Jr. b. 20 Apr 1803 in T6S, R3W near 
the Pyatt Community, died 26 Oct 1842 near Galena, Il]. (Rex 
Franklin, Vergennes, Il. has a picture of his tombstone which 
verifies these dates.) 


From Pioneer Families of Randolph and Perry Counties, Il. by 
Robert Crawford Robertson, M.D. 1960, p/ll, comes the following... 


"John Flack b. abt. 1774 Rutherford Co.,N.C., d. 22 Feb. 1836 
at Galena, Il. Md. in N. C. to Sarah Milligan b. Iredell Co., 
N.C.; d. before 1836 at Galena, Il. 


In 1799 they moved to Illinois where he was the second perm- 
anent white settler in Perry Co., locating near the present 
town of Pinckneyville. Because of a disagreement with his 
bro-in-law, Fergus Milligan, who moved to the same vicinity 
from Iredell Co.,N.C. in 1827, he moved with his family to 
Galena, Il. about 1830. : 


John born 1803 was the fourth child of John and Sarah Flack. 
Milton b. 30 Sept 1805 in Perry Co.; Geo.Washington b. 25th 
Dec. 1811 in Perry Co.,; and Sarah the last child b. ot 


In an article appearing in the DuQuoin Evening Call (date of 
24 Dec. 1900) it is stated that Lucy M. Jones, daughter of Mr. - 
and Mrs. Humphry B. Jones, was born in Pinckneyville the 23rd 
of December 1827 and is called by them "First Person Born in 
Perry County, Illinois". She married 26 July 1846 the Rev. P. P. 
Hamilton and both are buried in the IOOF Cemetery in DuQuoin. 


So John Flack, two brothers, and one sister, were actually 
born in that portion which later became Jackson, then Perry Co. 
Lucy M. Jones was born in 1827 after the formation of Perry Co. 
from the others and there, of course, will be the cause for 
discussion in this matter, and I suppose it is all in the way 
you look at it. 


I wonder if the writer of the Lucy M. Jones story may have 

meant to say that she was the first white child born in Pinck- 
neyville who was still living? There were enough settlers here 
by January of 1827 to enable them to form a county of their own 
and it does seem strange that none of them had any children born 
to them between Jan. and Dec. of 1827. 


WHAT COUNTY WAS DIVIDED INTO THREE COUNTIES, ONE OF WHICH 
BECAME PERRY COUNTY? DATE ? 


Ans...Randolph, Monroe, and Perry. 1827 


Bex 


